
dalang  dinguwa mudyil  
Lingo Redfern

William Dawes
2nd Lieutenant of the Marines
Aged 26, in 1788
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William Dawes, by 
Tsuroi-Rinn Uhle

Dura

37
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dalang   dinguwa mudyil


durung! ngara biya !


Welcome to country 
guwi ngura-gu
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Garil 
words

baya biya

banga-la
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baya: speak
     
biya: father      

Garil 
wordsImperative: -la,  -na, -nga

baya biya, banga-la

speak       father,        do!


banga: do
    
-la: IMPerative       



Notebook  b, page 5
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Dawes 
words
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food
wart
bark (fishing line)
me appertaining to
me
pain big
woman old
food appertaining to
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Dawes 
words

This might be  
Dura-Dura-lang  
pierce-pierce-ing
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ngwiyayi dali 
dyangu-ra 
BREAD-a 
yura

dali / Duli

food

Dawes 
words

dyangu  
chew, bite, meat  



Kurrajong comes from Dharuk garrajuŋ "fishing line", 
as fishing lines were made from kurrajong bark.
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brachychiton>

Kurrajong: Brachychiton acerifolius

Did Dawes 
get this wrong?

Was Dura ‘pierce’?

Dura dura-lang

fishing line bark

OR

pierce-piercing [?]

Dawes 
words

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dharuk_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brachychiton


Perth: statue Gold prospectors

dana 
-wa-gulang

me appertaining-to

Dawes 
words



didyayi mari

pain big

Dawes 
words
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Dawes 
words

Alice Springs 
mural

dyinuragang

old woman

ganga-gulang doing the washing

yilabi badu gulamba-yin

pour water pot-from

na dingu-da

see (look) dog

ERGative: JMS 
reconstruction
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Duli-bílang

food appertaining to

Tumbarumba Boggy Creek Tim O’Brien and bull

Dawes 
words



biya father
durung son
ngara listen, think
baya speak
banga do
-la IMPerative!
Duli food
dana me
didyayi mari pain big
dyinura-gang old woman
Duli-bílang food appertaining to

Main words today
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Some other words today
danang wart
Dura-dura-lang piercing [?]
dana-wa-gulang me appertaining-to
gwiyung fire
buwa blow (puff)
ngwiya put
wara stare [?]
yilabi pour
gulamba pot (bucket)
dingu dog
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Redfern Lingo Sessions

These presentations are  
the work of 

Jeremy Macdonald Steele

THE ABORIGINAL LANGUAGE OF SYDNEY

A PARTIAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE OF SYDNEY BASED ON 

THE NOTEBOOKS OF WILLIAM DAWES OF 1790-91, 
INFORMED BY OTHER RECORDS OF THE SYDNEY 

AND SURROUNDING LANGUAGES TO c.1905 

Jeremy Macdonald Steele 
BA Keele 1962 

A thesis submitted in fulfilment pdf the requirements for the  
degree of Master of Arts (Research) 

Thesis submitted : December 2005 

Warawara Department of Indigenous Studies 
Division of Society, Culture, Media and Philosophy  

College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
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For further information see the thesis: 
THE ABORIGINAL LANGUAGE OF SYDNEY
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and the language blog:
naabawinya.blogspot.com.au
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